Cytomegalovirus retinitis and low-grade non-Hodgkin's lymphoma: case report and review of the literature.
Patients with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma may develop retinal or choroidal lesions during the course of their disease. New immunosuppressive therapies currently used in reticuloendothelial malignancies have increased the incidence of opportunistic infections in this patient population. The differentiation of lymphomatous infiltration from opportunistic infection as a cause of chorioretinal infiltrates is critical, as the treatments are fundamentally different. We report a case of a patient with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma who developed a chorioretinal infiltrate that was initially thought to represent progressive disease. The patient received radiation treatment appropriate for intraocular lymphoma. The lesion progressed further and after reevaluation a diagnosis of cytomegalovirus retinitis was made and therapy initiated. Review of the literature for intraocular lymphoma and cytomegalovirus retinitis is provided and diagnostic strategies are described. We recommend analysis of intraocular fluid when there is difficulty in clinically differentiating intraocular lymphoma from opportunistic infection.